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The Story Board

The story board is essentially a shot by shot breakdown of your movie for the director and 
director of photography (camera man) so they know exactly what shots and angles to get when 
on set. It is usually done with simple drawings and a short description of the shot.  Think of it as 
a visual outline for your movie.  If there are certain shots that you must get for your film, make 
sure you have a separate drawing to represent that shot so that when you look at the story board 
on set, it will be a reminder to you to get that shot.  

The key is to stay organized when filming. If you have others helping you such as a director of 
photographer, sound mixer, props person, etc., then it is even more critical that they follow the 
story board because though you may have the full picture in your own mind, they do not and 
they can easily miss things and go off on their own creative tangent which may not be in line 
with your own creation and may even hinder the cohesiveness of your film.  Remember, you are 
in control and you have the right as a producer to take control and direct. Be nice but be firm.

When you are wearing many or all of the hats, it becomes just as critical to have the story board 
handy because you can easily get distracted doing many different tasks at once if you have to 
keep everything in your head. Speaking from experience, that can be very exhausting and 
stressful which will lead to burn out too fast in this industry.  This is your passion so you want to 
make this easy breezy and fun for you and everyone else involved.  When you have the story 
board outline to follow, it liberates you from the stress of remembering everything. It does the 
thinking and reminding for you.

The key is to be free to let go and have fun when you’re on camera. Think red carpet, Hollywood 
sweet heart, Hollywood hunk and heart throb.  Shoot for the stars because you are one.  When 
you do that, you will be amazed at the additional creative flare that arises within and all around 
you to support your efforts and bring even more of you and your creative talents to the forefront. 
It will lift your acting and movie to a whole new level. Remember that the universe supports 
entertainers.

Don’t discard your story board after filming because you can use it during the post production 
editing stage along with the shooting script as you piece together your film. 

The Sizzle Piece/Teaser 

The time has come for you to create a story board for your sizzle piece, which is basically a 
movie teaser for a full length feature film, a short film or a television show.  The sizzle piece 
should demo your talent.  It should entice viewers to want to see your film, purchase your video, 
buy your CD, buy your DVD or just plain old hire you in the entertainment business.  

When you produce a full length feature or television show, you will need a teaser or sizzle piece 
as well as a finished script or in the case of television, a pilot, to pitch to interested parties.  If 
you want to be a music pop star then you need a sizzle music video that shows them your star 
material.  For other roles like graphic design, video editing, producing, cinematography, etc., you 
also need a demo reel so people can see what you are capable of doing. The sizzle piece is used 
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to entice agents, networks, producers, financiers and distributors to look at and invest in you, 
your film, your music, your scripts, your pilots, etc.  

A teaser for an already produced and financed movie is usually only 1 to 2 minutes.  But a sizzle 
piece to get the folks in Hollywood to buy in, finance and support you in producing your 
masterpiece can be longer.  

Action Jackson No Distraction! Full Speed Ahead!

Check off each item as you complete the tasks below. 

Write a Short Script for a Video to Strut Your Stuff

• It’s time to do a short video by yourself and get it up on Instagram, YouTube and 
Facebook and learn how to promote it.  

• Using your smart phone or a video camera that you have handy, film yourself doing 
something entertaining. It could be a sketch or improvisation or acting out an original 
scene or an impression of someone.

• You’re a star and it’s time to start acting like one.  The spot light is on you to do a little 
show for all your fans and roll out the red carpet for yourself.  

• It can be anywhere from 30 seconds to 3 minutes. This is just to get started. The 
algorithms on the different social networking platforms are always changing. Right now, 
if you want to just dabble, it doesn’t matter but as you get more serious, videos of 3 
minutes or more get priority in the newsfeed.  That’s not to say your video can’t catch on 
and go viral because plenty short videos on the internet do. If you Google some short fun 
videos people did you can get some inspiration. Even a song of your own can go viral. 
See Chocolate Rain. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EwTZ2xpQwpA. See the 
Lonely Island and Michael Bolton video Jack Sparrow which has over 210 million has 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GI6CfKcMhjY.  

• It must hook me in the first 3 to 5 seconds. 

• Be original.  

• Make sure you place your name in the video: either in a title heading, the credits or with 
your voice. 

• The only other rules are you must keep it clean so it doesn’t get flagged on social media.  

• For the future, if you do a video response to a viral video, you want to make sure it 
gets posted so you need to avoid anything that prevent approval.
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• Don’t worry if you do not have the proper equipment yet or you’re still camera shy 
because you can still do a dynamite professional video with all you learned here.   

• You can use a smart phone, pictures with voice over or music, just titles with music 
or voice over, a simple webcam, a montage of stock footage, etc.  

• I don’t even care if you stand in front of a camera and hold up handwritten signs and 
don’t speak as long as you play to the audience and evoke some sort of emotion.  

• You could even go to http://www.xtranormal.com and do a free animated video but 
you must make it entertaining and strut your stuff in it through the characters - and 
that may just mean writing a good script with good timing. 

• The important thing is that you apply what you learned in this course and take things 
to the next level.  Make it a quality piece because everyone in this course and your 
fans on Facebook will be watching it. 

• The spot light is now on you. You are building your own back door to Hollywood so 
keep that in mind as you write the script and get excited about stepping in front of 
the camera. It’s time to share your gifts with the world. Believe it or not, they are 
waiting for you. 

Create Your Own Story Board

• Enter shot titles and descriptions in consecutive order as they appear in the script.  

• Make a notation when you will film each scene. 

• Indicate shot types:  

• include whether it will be a video or a still photo
• include if it is a close up, extreme close-up, insert, pan shot, etc.
• include whether there will be accompanying audio, music or other sound effects 

(make notations if any will be added post production or during the filming)
• include whether there will be titles (i.e. opening titles, credits or subtitles such as  

locations, dates or translations of foreign dialog). 

• Enter filming tips for your camera person when filming the shot.  

• Enter editing tips to be used when editing (i.e. special effects). 

• Make a notation if you will be importing existing video clips, stock footage, still pictures, 
and/or sounds to better illustrate each shot. 

• Create, save and export templates for your next video story board project to use as a 
reference guide.
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• Print copies of your storyboard for use while filming or editing so you stay on focused 
and get all the shots you need. It is essential for your peace of mind to have your shooting 
script and your story board with you on set. If you are going to have other people help 
you film, make sure they have a copy of the story board handy as well. 

• Print blank storyboard worksheets for brainstorming new ideas for your next project. 

Sample Story Board

Set forth below is part of a picture story board from the movie Photo Finish to give you an idea 
of how to story board your own movie. You can make simple drawings or quick sketches and 
you can even use stick figures if you like.  Don’t worry about what your story board looks like.  
It is meant to be functional, not necessarily beautiful. It is not your movie, just your visual 
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Sample Storyboard Photo 
Finish

Client Signature Beth Productions LLC Title Museum Scene Choke SceneSample Storyboard Photo 
Finish Spot Art Gallery Time Night (Filming Day 4)

	

Shot 1: Love is Blind Photo Pull Back 
to Reveal on Display in Gallery
Music: Big Band

Shot 2: Stephie Talking to Cocktail Wait-
ress as Young Patron of Arts Passes By
Music:  Softer Big Band

Shot 3: Stephie with Young Patron of 
Arts Standing in front of Photo
Music:  Same

Shot 4: Close-up of Olive in Mouth as 
Stephie Turns to Look at Photo
Music: End of Big Band music

Shot 5: Insert Love is Blind Photo
SFX: Suspense Accent

Shot 6: Heimlich Maneuver as Stephie 
Jokes on Olive When She Sees the 
Photo
Music: Suspense Choke Music
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outline for the movie.  Make sure you have enough information on it to facilitate a smooth and 
stress free production of your video or movie.

Tik Tok, Triller and Sizzle Piece Video 

Create a Tik Tok Video 

• If you haven’t signed up for Tik Tok yet, sign up here: https://www.tiktok.com/en/. 

• Watch some of the Tik Tok videos that have gone viral. Watch Tik Tok Tutorials. 

• Create a short entertaining Tik Tok Video.  

• This is to get you started playing and strutting your stuff before you do a longer video. 
Feel free to use all the tools you learned in this course, including story boarding of your 
shots or outlining your short script.  

• Ask people to watch it and promote it! 

Create a Triller Video 

• If you haven’t signed up for Triller yet, sign up here: https://www.triller.co/. 

• Watch some of the Triller videos that have gone viral. Watch Triller Tutorials. 

• Create a short entertaining Triller Video. 

• Ask people to watch it and promote it! 

Film Your Own Sizzle Piece:  Time to Uplevel! 

• Now it’s time to start filming, acting, directing and editing your new scripted video.  
Think of this as a sizzle piece for the rest of your Hollywood Career.  Entice viewers to 
watch more of you as you become a rising star.   

• Follow your story board and have some fun while you film.  Don’t take yourself too 
seriously.  This is your passion so enjoy the ride.  If something arises on the set which 
presents a “problem” you didn’t think about, don’t get upset. Get excited. It’s time to get 
creative.   

• Remember to plan out props, make-up, wardrobe and sets.   

• Avoid filming logos, brand names and ads that may be in the background. Use gaffer tape 
where appropriate to remove brand names. 
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• Remember to mark your spots when using a tripod to film yourself. 

• Do a few test shots to make sure you are getting clear images and sound.  If you want, 
you can do a voice over later and just shoot the moving images now.  Be creative. 

• If you maintain a playful attitude on set, you will be amazed at the creative solutions and 
serendipitous events that magically appear to support your career.  

• Make sure your name appears somewhere in the video.

Edit Your Video 

• Upload all your video clips to a movie editing software of your choice and put together 
the clips so that it creates a seamless sequence of events or a fun flashy video.  There are 
many different movie editing software programs such as iMovie, Movie Maker 2, Final 
Cut Pro, Premiere.  

• You can add your own music and sound effects and/or royalty free sound effects. See the 
clickable links in the Movie Making Madness guide for free resources to give your video 
a professional polished look and feel. 

• If you have an Apple Computer, explore the Movie Teaser templates that are already 
preloaded there. You can use them for a quick sizzle piece/teaser.  You will be amazed at 
the professional product that you turn out.   

• Take the time to learn how to edit the film.  Edit and re-edit, getting the best shots and 
camera angles so that you look fabulous.  After all, you are strutting your star quality in 
this video.  Since you’re editing, you can make sure that you look your best on film. 

• Make sure you add your name to the credits - actor, producer, cinematographer, director,  
editor, etc.  If you use your own music for the video, give yourself that credit as well. 
Wow them with your versatility.

Upload Your Video to YouTube 

• Make sure you have the rights to all images, music and sound effects before uploading to 
YouTube. 

• Sign into your YouTube Account and upload your video to your channel. 

• Title the video with your name and something that captures your genre and topic. 

• Make sure the first thing in your description box is your website starting with http://www.  
so that people can easily find you. Then add a description of the video. 
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• Tag the video with [Your Name], The Back Door to Hollywoo, [Genre (i.e. comedy, 
musical, music video, spoof, drama, sketch)], [Actor or Actress] [Musician or Singer], 
Talent, Star, Star Quality and other key words so that it gets picked up in the search 
engines.  

• Mark the video as Public. 

• Choose a category such as entertainment, music or education depending on what your 
video looks like and your target audience outside this course. 

• Save the settings and then click on the link for your video and watch it go live. 

Post the Video to The Back Door to Hollywood Private Facebook Group 

• Post Your Video to the Back Door to Hollywood Facebook Private Group 

• Post comments and positive feedback on other people’s video responses to support each 
other in your video efforts. 

Upload and Promote Your Video on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Linkedin, Blogs, 
Websites and Video Sharing Sites 

• It’s time for your coordinated attack (or if you prefer launch). Copy the link for your 
video and post it on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Linkedin, Your Website, Your Blog, in 
emails to friends and family and other video sharing sites as you see fit.   

• Be engaging when you post the video and ask others to watch it.  You can say, “Hey, I 
just posted my first mini-movie or video about _______________ and I would love if you 
watched it and gave me your thoughts. Feel free to share if you like it and stay tuned for 
more fun!” If you ask people to share or like on Facebook, it may get lower priority on 
the news feed with the algorithms but you can say “Show me some love,”  or something 
like that. You can also say something like “Hey guys. Look what I learned to do in the 
Back Door to Hollywood. More cool stuff coming soon so stay tuned!” 

• These are just examples. I highly recommend that you personalize the enticement to 
watch your video so that it reflects your own unique personality.   

• Ask for comments because it is a form of engagement and will move you up in ranking 
faster. This is your “Call to Action.” You are not only entertaining them but also engaging 
them so that you build a loyal fan base. 

• Politely invite your friends to feel free to share the video if they like it so that you expand 
your fan base.  When you get a notification that the video was shared, click on it to see 
who shared it, go to their Facebook page and look at the people who liked it and 
commented on it and send friend requests to them. Also respond to their comments and 
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engage with your fans. 

• Do all of this promoting and posting within 24 hours so that you move up in ranking 
quickly on Google, Facebook and Youtube in your category/genre. 

Congratulate Yourself and Go Celebrate!  You have just stepped onto the biggest stage 
in the world and this is only the beginning! Woo Hoo!
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